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fecting Soldier training 

and quality of life for 

over 11,000 Soldiers as-

signed to the Ohio Army 

National Guard. 

Bill has experience in 

Emergency Operations, 

and has been involved in 

several operations during 

State and National emer-

gencies of various types. 

Additionally Bill served 

six months in Central 

America after Hurricane 

Mitch. 

Bill is excited about his 

new position and is look-

ing forward to becoming 

an integral part of the 

EMA team.  

You may have recently 

noticed that the Weather 

Warning Siren 

in your area 

did not work 

for several 

weeks over 

the past few 

months.  The 

problem was 

discovered in 

the main computer/radio 

at the Sheriffôs Office.  

The radio tones that were 

sent out to tell the sirens 

to test activate somehow 

got changed, and so the 

radio numbers that corre-

sponded to the local si-

rens were no longer in-

cluded in the system 

tests.  Please know that 

we quickly addressed the 

issue and got it resolved.   

Thanks to everyone who 

let us know that their si-

ren was not working.  By 

letting us know of the 

issue and who it was af-

fecting, we were able to 

isolate the issue and get it 

fixed. 

Recently the 

EMA has 

hired a new 

Planning & 

Operations 

Manager, 

Bill Gilliam.  

Bill retired in 2009 as the 

State Command Sergeant 

Major for the Ohio Army 

National Guard.  

Bill served as the senior 

enlisted advisor to The 

Adjutant General of 

Ohio. While serving as 

the State Command Ser-

geant Major, he was the 

personal advisor to the 

Adjutant General on all 

enlisted-related matters, 

particularly in areas af-
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nounce that we had over 

110 volunteers actually 

work a clinic that equaled 

3190 volunteer hours.  

This assistance to the 

Health Department was 

invaluable.   

The need for medically 

trained and non-medical 

volunteers does not stop 

with this activation.  We 

will continue to en-

gage our volunteers 

in training and ac-

tivities throughout 

the year, so that in 

case of  a future 

need, we are ready 

to be activated to 

once again help out 

our community.  Thanks 

again to all those that 

went through the MRC 

training and are a valued 

part of the EMA team. 

creased demand on radio 

waves, this process will 

increase the number of 

frequencies that can be 

licensed.  After the dead-

line of 1/1/2013, radios 

may still work, but will 

be considered illegal and 

can incur large fines from 

the FCC.   

The county currently has 

a task force working on 

this issue.  The EMA is 

also planning on contract-

ing to do a Communica-

tions Study to determine 

the county radio need. 

The FCC has a firm dead-

line in which all radios 

will need to be 

ñNarrowbandedò of Janu-

ary 1, 2013.  As a county, 

we need to know how this 

will affect the communi-

cations, as well as the 

cost of the upgrade to the 

infrastructure.   We will 

need to determine what 

radios in the county can 

be reprogrammed and 

what needs to be re-

placed.  Radios purchased 

in recent years, should be 

able to be reprogrammed 

to work within the new 

licensing frequencies. 

Ed Campbell Jr. from the 

City of Lancaster IT ex-

plained the Narrowband-

ing mandate and what it 

means at the recent 

Homeland Security Meet-

ing.  Currently all fre-

quencies are given 25 

kHz on each side of the 

licensed frequency to 

limit over talk.  The FCC 

is narrowing this to only 

12.5 kHz on each side of 

the licensed frequency.  

Due to the countryôs in-

Now that the coordinated 

response with the Medi-

cal Reserve Corps has 

passed, we will again be 

looking to offer continued 

training for the CERT 

and MRC Volunteers.  

The EMA is currently 

offering the Weather 

Spotter Class, if anyone is 

interested.  We will be 

looking at another chain 

saw training class some-

time this summer (date 

TBA).  Please let Criss 

Manning know if you are 

interested. 

We will also be planning 

another CERT Training 

course for those inter-

ested sometime before the 

summer begins and 

schedules get busy.   

As always, there are hosts 

of online training courses 

available from FEMA.  

Go online to  

training.fema.gov.   

The Medical Reserve 

Corpsô response to the 

H1N1 Vaccination acti-

vation is now complete.  

We are excited to an-
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All CERT Team members 

are invited to a ñMeet and 

Greetò on March 23, 2010 

at the Liberty Center @ 

5:30pm 

(before the Weather 

Spotter Training) 
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branch responded to inci-

dents with Amanda Twp, 

Basil Joint Fire District, 

Bremen Rushcreek, Mil-

lersport, and Violet Twp 

fire departments. The 

ISOs assisted the incident 

commanders in being 

their eyes and ears for 

safety. 

Through the EMAôs 

Homeland Security 

Grant Award, the 

hazmat and dive 

branches are obtaining 

portable and mobile 

MARCs radios for each 

of their vehicles. This 

will greatly assist in 

responses out to areas 

where we have not been 

able to have direct commu-

nications in the past. Both 

branches have responded 

out of the county multiple 

times over the last 2 years. 

The Fair-

field 

County Special Operations 

Team has been very busy 

in 2010. All three branches 

of the FCSOT, the hazard-

ous materials branch, the 

water/dive rescue branch, 

and the incident safety 

officer branch have re-

sponded with Fairfield 

County fire departments on 

many different types of 

responses. 

The hazmat branch has 

responded to a mobile 

meth lab, a large methanol 

spill, and a mysterious 

white cloud that made 

multiple people sick when 

they drove through it. On 

all of these responses the 

team worked with the local 

fire departmentsô incident 

commander to contain and 

mitigate the situation.  

The hazmat team is also 

preparing for the state 

hazmat team typing which 

is scheduled for June; our 

hope is that we will be-

come a type 2 team. 

The water/dive rescue 

branch has responded with 

Fairfield and Licking 

County fire departments on 

many reports of ice related 

emergencies. Luckily, all 

of the responses turned out 

to be false or good intent 

calls. The team also placed 

2 new rescue BCDôs 

(buoyancy compensating 

devices) in-service from a 

generous gift from the 

Fairfield County EMA. 

The incident safety officers 

have responded to struc-

ture fires and entrapment 

auto accidents all across 

the county. The ISO 
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Meteorologists from the 

National Weather Service 

(NWS) will provide free 

training to the citizens of 

Fairfield County.   Storm 

spotters play an important 

role in identifying and relay-

ing important storm related 

information to the County 

Emergency Management 

Agency (EMA), local public 

safety officials and the Na-

tional Weather Service.  

Course Topics: 

How to safely observe 

storms 

How to identify impor-

tant features of storms 

Visual clues that may 

precede tornado devel-

opment 

How to make accurate 

and timely reports 

 

Cost: FREE 

Date: March 23, 2010 

Time: 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

Where: Liberty Center 

951 Liberty Center Drive 

(follow signs to the Board 

of Elections building) (For 

GPS use 2980 W. Fair Ave) 

Lancaster, Ohio 43130 

 

Call to Register:              

Call 740-654-4357 

Or go Online: 

www.fairfieldema.com 


